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	Life Without the Moon


	The Moon was formed when Earth collided with its twin Theia, about 4.5 billion years ago.

The fragments from the collision gradually came together to form our Moon.
In proportion to our planet’s size, we have the biggest moon in the Solar System.

Because of this, the Moon has had an unusually large impact on 
Earth’s development.

In fact, if it wasn’t for the Moon, we wouldn’t even be here.

We have the Moon to thank for our stable climate, and regular seasons, because it’s the Moon’s gravitational force which prevents the Earth from wobbling in space, and helps to keep its axis stable.

Without the Moon we’d get much wider and more unpredictable fluctuations in Earth’s angle of tilt, which would cause absolute chaos to our climate.

Planets without big moons wobble regularly. 

Mars wobbles by tens of degrees over a 100,000-year cycle.

The Moon, being so close and so large, keeps the Earth’s tilt within narrow limits. 

Without it, Earth could tip to horizontal. If this happened, one side of the Earth would stay light for months and one would stay dark, as the Earth moved around its annual orbit of the Sun.

The resulting change in climate would be catastrophic for us.

Without the Moon life as we know it simply couldn’t exist.  

The Moon, which itself is uninhabitable, has made life possible here on Earth.
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