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	Man On the Moon: Part 1


	President John F Kennedy, 12th September 1962 – “We choose to go to the Moon. We choose to go to the Moon. We choose to go to the Moon in this decade and do the other things, not because they are easy, but because they are hard.”

And it was going to be hard. 

First powered flight, 17th December 1903

Less than 60 years after the Wright brothers succeeded in making the first powered flight, the new goal was to land on the Moon.

NASA got to work, putting 508 potential astronauts through a series of gruelling challenges, to see whether they had the right stuff to go to the Moon.

A catalogue of new inventions and innovations were needed in order to make the dream a reality – advanced rocket science, space suits, and new computing technology all had their part to play. 

Eventually three men – Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins – were selected for Apollo 11.

On July 16 1969, Apollo 11 was ready to embark on its mission to the Moon.

“Well another perfect launch of the kind we’ve come to expect, and I think it’s really rather staggering that the first men on the Moon are really on their way.”

The takeoff had gone perfectly, and everyone at NASA expected the mission to go without a hitch.

Unfortunately, the NASA scientists had made a fractional error in their calculations.

Steve Bales, Guidance Officer – “We had started the LEM guidance computer off with a navigational error. It was approximately 14 miles an hour. What that means is the guidance computer thinks that it is going toward the Moon 14 miles an hour slower than it really is.”

The Eagle landing module separated as planned to begin the lunar descent. 

Armstrong looked out the window to check for landmarks, but each checkpoint was appearing about three seconds ahead of schedule – meaning that they were travelling too fast, and would miss the planned landing area by some two or three miles. 
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	Man On the Moon: Part 1


	In Mission Control, the flight surgeon watches Armstrong’s heart rate jump from 77 to 156, 1000 feet above the Moon, he sees that they are headed straight for a crater littered with boulders.

An accomplished test pilot, Armstrong keeps calm and fires his thrusters, clearing the boulder field by just 350 feet.

But this hadn’t been planned for, and the Eagle had only 30 seconds of fuel remaining.
For the first time, Mission Control are powerless to help. 

Under immense pressure, Armstrong acted decisively, and they touched down safely on the Moon’s surface.

“30 feet… 2.5 down… Tranquility Base here, the Eagle has landed… that’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.”
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