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	FactPack: Structure of the Atom


	· 5th century BC
· Greek philosophers proposed that matter was made up of tiny invisible                
particles called…
· Atoms or, in Greek, “A-tomos”

· Throughout history scientists have proposed models to help understand the                          
structure of the atom
· 1804: Dalton’s idea of the atom

· A plain sphere – solid and whole

· 1898: Thomson’s Plum Pudding model

· Positive sphere with negative electron “plums”

· 1909: Rutherford’s idea

· Electrons in orbit around a nucleus like a Solar System

· 1913: Bohr’s model

· Rings of electrons showing increasing energy levels

· 1930s: Chadwick’s model

· Nucleus with protons and neutrons 
· With Heisenberg’s idea of “clouds” of electrons

· Now: Sub-atomic particles and quantum mechanics

· Producing more models of the structure of the atom
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