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	The Moon


	The Solar System contains over 160 natural satellites, known as moons, that orbit around the planets.

Jupiter is known to have at least 63 moons, with names such as Ganymede 
and Callisto.
The most familiar to us doesn’t orbit some distant world, but circles our planet and is simply known as the Moon.

The Moon

Its orbit takes roughly 28 days to complete.
This is known as a lunar month.

Lunar month

With a diameter of about 3500km, the Moon is roughly a quarter the size of Earth.
In relation to the size of the planet it orbits, it’s one of the largest moons in the 
Solar System.

On a clear night, the Moon appears to be the brightest object in the sky.
But it’s not a star.
The Moon is simply a dusty, barren sphere of rock.

Its glow is simply sunlight reflecting off its surface.

Its shape appears to change in the night sky.

This is known as the phases of the Moon.

These changes are caused by the shadows on the Moon itself.

As it orbits around the Earth, we only see the parts that are lit by the Sun.

The Moon moves through this cycle approximately every 29.5 days.

Phases of the Moon. New Moon. First quarter. Full Moon. Last quarter
The Moon’s surface is scarred by craters, made by comets and asteroids smashing into it.
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	The Moon


	The incredibly thin atmosphere around the Moon means that these craters will never be worn away by weather.

This dry, rocky landscape will not change in the foreseeable future, unless man intervenes.

It remains the only other place in the Solar System that man has visited.

At an average distance of 384,000km away, putting man on the Moon remains one of our greatest achievements.
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