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	Saviour Siblings


	This is a story of medicine versus morality.

Should a new life be created to save an existing one? 

Charlie has a dangerous blood condition.

Every three weeks he has to undergo a complete blood transfusion in order to keep him alive.

There is a potential cure for Charlie’s condition - but in many countries, including the UK where Charlie lives, the steps required to achieve this cure are illegal.

Dr Mohamed Taranissi, Fertility Specialist – “This is a child that is seriously ill. There’s a cure, there’s something that can make a dramatic impact on his life and still you cannot do it. Why?”
The potential cure for Charlie is a bone marrow transplant, which requires matching tissue from a brother or sister.

To ensure a tissue match, Charlie’s parents need to go through IVF treatment, artificial fertilisation where egg cells are fertilised by sperm outside the womb. 

The resulting embryos would then be scanned and their tissues compared to Charlie’s to identify a match.

But this type of scanning is only allowed in many countries, including the UK, to check for an inherited genetic disorder. 

Suzi Leather, Human Fertilisation & Embryology Authority – “There’s not a disease that Charlie had inherited from his parents. And therefore you would have been biopsying that embryo, with potential risks for that embryo, with the benefits as it were, going to another person.”

Because the scan would only benefit Charlie and not the unborn child, it is not allowed. 

These measures are in place to prevent designer babies being created on demand for the benefit of a living person rather than the new life.

But Charlie’s parents don’t feel these restrictions are fair:

“All we want to do is… not play God; we don’t care if it’s a boy or girl, blonde, dark, tall, short…”

“As long as it’s healthy.”

“There’s no designing involved in that.”
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	Saviour Siblings


	Unable to get the treatment needed at home, Charlie’s parents travel to the USA to have their embryos scanned for a tissue match. 

“… three embryos that are matches…”

Three embryos are a match, and Charlie’s mum becomes pregnant.

“People have said this is just going to be a spare parts child, but we refute that totally. This next child will be loved for itself, but it will grow up knowing it helped save its brother’s life.”

Charlie’s new brother is one of the first babies born in the UK as a saviour sibling, and has given Charlie a chance at a potentially normal life free of painful treatments.

But the debate continues: is it ethical to create new life motivated by the medical needs of others?
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