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	The Genius Sperm Bank: Part 1


	In the 1970s, an American millionaire named Robert Klark Graham dreamed of saving humanity using the sperm of geniuses.

His idea would lead to the creation of the world’s first ‘designer babies’.

Graham believed the human race was under threat because people of low intelligence – or ‘retrograde humans’ as he called them – were breeding unchecked.

He wanted to reverse this trend by bringing thousands of geniuses into the world, fathered by the most brilliant minds.  

He would do this through the Repository for Germinal Choice – a genius sperm bank. 

Graham planned to attract sperm donations from the world’s most intellectually gifted men, then inseminate married women, of a high IQ, whose husbands were infertile. 
Graham built his sperm bank in secret, in an underground bunker on his ranch near San Diego, California. His first donations were from three Nobel Laureate scientists.

When the genius sperm bank went public in 1980, Graham was branded a racist, accused of eugenics, and compared to Hitler for attempting to create a supreme race.

Despite the controversy, many couples were attracted by the idea of germinal choice, which printed a catalogue of donors for clients to choose from, describing each donor’s physical and mental attributes.

Andrea Gronwall – “I said, I can have a genius from the genius sperm bank!”
Lisa Zerr – “Genius or not, they were good people that they were looking for. I think that knowing that they were geniuses was sort of an added bonus.”
In 1982, the sperm bank celebrated the birth of its first child and successfully went on to create 217 other children before it was closed in 1999, following Graham’s death.

But what happened to the children conceived through the Repository of Germinal Choice? 

Were they geniuses? Graham did not have to wait long to find out.
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