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	The First Human Clone


	In the last 15 years, scientists around the world have begun to clone mammals, beginning with Dolly the sheep in 1996.

These developments have led to questions – when will we see the first human clone, and should we make one at all? 

The potential for human cloning lies far away in the future, but it is a subject which polarises debate today. 

Cloning could offer infertile couples the chance of a child when all other methods have failed. 

This would be called reproductive cloning.

Reproductive Cloning

Supporters of this idea believe a cloned child would be as natural as an identical twin.

But identical not to a sibling, but to one of its parents.

“A cloned son or daughter would be part of the family. It wouldn’t be treated any differently. It would be loved and it could bring happiness.”

However, those against the idea of reproductive cloning describe it as unnatural and wrong. 

“What is it in us that wants us simply to create more of ourselves in a sort of conveyer belt? Diversity is important, and we start interfering with these processes at our peril.”

Another type of cloning offers a potential cure to conditions such as Parkinson’s disease, diabetes and even blindness. 

This would be called medical cloning. 

Medical Cloning

“Thousands die every year awaiting cells and tissues that they can’t get. Cloning technologies are the potential ultimate solution for this huge unmet need.”

But many question the ethics of creating and destroying a cloned human embryo in order to save lives.

“We’re talking about devastating diseases that might be treatable. An embryo is a life-saving tissue generator. We’ve got to grapple with it. It is a very difficult concept for many people.”
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	The First Human Clone


	“Describing human beings as life-saving tissue generators is a fascinating new way of looking at the human race. What are we doing?”

The debate rages on. As yet, it is deemed unethical and unsafe to create a human clone, as many cloned animals have suffered from disease or died young. 

However, many international scientists argue that human cloning attempts should be made in the next few years. With several claiming they have already begun.
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