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	Therapeutic Stem Cells


	Embryonic stem cell therapy is groundbreaking genetic medicine that could dramatically enhance the body's ability to repair itself after injury or disease. 

Scientists can make embryonic stem cells by creating a cloned human embryo.

They do this by taking a single cell from the patient, removing its nucleus, and injecting this nucleus into a human egg cell.

After the egg is fertilised, the cell divides to form an embryo. 

These embryonic stem cells are then transferred into the patient.

As stem cells have the ability to self-renew or reproduce themselves, they can repair or rebuild damaged tissues or fight disease.  

Embryonic stem cell therapy therefore has the potential to instruct the body to repair heart tissue after a heart attack, treat leukaemia and other cancers, cure diabetes, and even repair eyesight.

This is the science of the future, but many question the health risks and ethical implications of embryonic stem cell therapy.

The idea of creating, and then destroying human embryos, in order to produce therapeutic stem cells, has sparked controversy around the world. 

Josephine Quintavalle, Pro-Life Campaigner – “It is an embryo from day one, and life begins at the moment of fertilisation. It is a human life and its life should be protected right throughout the continuum that follows. The embryo’s death would be deliberate and intentional and in many cases with full authority from the state. I think that is very, very worrying indeed.”

Some scientists claim that embryonic stem cell therapy is dangerous; as the cells can form tumours in a patient rather than heal their injury or cure their disease.

However, many believe that this technique is a necessary advancement of modern medicine.

Countries such as China and India already offer embryonic stem cell therapy.
In the United Kingdom embryonic stem cell therapy is illegal. 
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	Therapeutic Stem Cells


	As scientific techniques develop, claims over medical benefit grow, and individuals continue to pay for stem cell therapy. 

The fierce debate over the ethics and capabilities of this treatment continues.
Is embryonic stem cell therapy a revolution in medical science, or a dangerous treatment that shouldn’t be allowed?
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