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	Man On the Moon: Part 2


	“That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.”

20th July 1969

Man had finally made it to the Moon. 

However, getting to the Moon was only half the challenge – now the astronauts had to perform the experiments that were the scientific purpose of the trip. 

Their first task was to photograph their landing module, so that NASA engineers could later analyse its condition after landing. 

Then began the serious business of sample collection – using hammers and scoops on extension handles, the astronauts gathered a variety of rock samples to bring back to Earth. 

By analysing these samples, scientists have since found similarities to rock types on Earth – reinforcing the argument that the Moon was actually formed from our planet.

Before heading for home, the Apollo astronauts left a laser reflector and seismograph on the Moon’s surface, which would later be used to carry out further experiments from Earth.

After less than 24 hours on the Moon, it was time to board the Eagle and begin preparations for the journey home.

There were some fears that the astronauts would bring back more than just rocks – nobody knew what kind of bacteria, if any, might be living on the lunar surface. 

So, from their solitude on the Moon, they returned to Earth to spend almost three weeks in quarantine, before the celebrations could finally begin.

Quarantined for almost 3 weeks. Under the ‘Extraterrestrial Exposure Law’
“Gee you look great, do you feel as good as you look?”

“Oh we feel great, we feel just perfect Mr President.”

It had been hard, but their achievement remains one of the most significant in mankind’s history.
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